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TRENDS IN DEGREES AWARDED
AT MARYLAND HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

1987 - 1997

This report summarizes the major trends in awards at Maryland higher education institutions

from 1987 to 1997. It examines patterns in degrees awarded by level, program, and race and

gender.

Trends In Degrees Awarded By Level

During the 1996-1997 academic year, Maryland colleges and universities awarded over 42,000
certificates and degrees at all levels, nearly one-third more than the number earned 10 years ago

(32,285).

Lower division certificates, which are typically awarded by community colleges for the

equivalent of one year of full-time study, exhibited erratic growth during the 1987 to 1997
period. However, there were 25 percent more certificates awarded in 1997 (1,842) than in 1987

(1,471).

Although the numbbr of associate degrees increased from 7,130 to 8,632 between 1987 and

1995, these awards have declined to 8,068 in the past two years. There were drops in both the

number of associate degrees awarded in career programs and in transfer programs.

After steadily increasing between 1987 and 1994, the number of bachelor's degrees awarded has

remained relatively stable during the past few years. The number of bachelor's degrees awarded

rose 21 percent between 1987 and 1997.

The number of master's degrees awarded has increased by 86 percent during the past 10 years

from 5,337 in 1987 to an historic high of 9,909 in 1997. Similarly, the number of doctoral

degrees has increased by 45 percent from 682 in 1987 to an historic high of 988 in 1997.

The number of first professional degrees awarded has been relatively stable, increasing only 4

percent from 875 in 1987 to 914 in 1997.

Trends in Degrees Awarded by Program

At the community colleges, the fields which have exhibited the greatest growth in certificates

have been the natural science and public service technologies, while the number of certificates in

data processing has fallen sharply. Transfer programs in computer science and arts and sciences

have experienced the largest increase in associate degrees, while three career programs (data

processing, mechanical and engineering tech, and business and commerce tech) and the transfer

program in engineering have suffered the greatest decline. Forty percent of all associate degrees

earned in career programs in 1997 were in the health services technologies, while 59 percent of

those in transfer programs were awarded in general studies.
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Among the fastest growing baccalaureate programs have been the biological sciences and
psychology, where the number of degrees have doubled since 1987. In contrast, fewer
bachelor's degrees were awarded in both computer science and engineering in 1997 than 10
years earlier. In 1997, Maryland institutions awarded 759 baccalaureates in computer science,
down from 825 in 1987. The number of bachelor's degrees earned in engineering in 1997 was
959, compared to 1,119 in 1987.

Although the number of baccalaureates in business has declined over the past 10 years, it
continues to be the most popular major accounting for 14 percent of all bachelor's degrees
awarded. Other popular majors among bachelor's degree recipients include social sciences,
education, psychology, the health professions, and the biological sciences.

At the graduate level, the number of master's degrees in education, the biological sciences,
business, and the health professions more than doubled during the past 10 years. Business and
education represented nearly half (47 percent) of the master's degrees awarded in Maryland in
1997. The number of doctorates awarded in computer science, engineering, mathematics, and
the arts also more than doubled during the past 10 years, while doctoral degrees earned in the
health professions and the humanities nearly doubled during this period. The largest number of
doctorates awarded in the State in 1997 were in the biological sciences, engineering, and the
health professions. First professional degrees in law and medicine rose modestly by 6 percent,
while those in dentistry fell by 7 percent since 1987.

Trends in Degrees Awarded by Race and Gender

Women earned 57 percent of the bachelor's degrees awarded in 1997. Women also constitute the
majority of recipients of lower division certificates (53 percent), associate degrees (66 percent),
and master's degrees (58 percent). In 1997, women received 43 percent of doctorates (up from
39 percent in 1987) and 48 percent of first professional degrees (up from 41 percent in 1987).

The proportion of bachelor's degrees awarded to African-American students has increased
sharply over the last decade. African-American students earned 18 percent of all bachelor's
degrees in 1987 (up from 11 percent in 1987). In 1997, African-Americans received 17 percent
of the associate degrees (up from 14 percent in 1987), 13 percent of master's degrees (up from 7
percent in 1987), 6 percent of doctoral degrees (up from 4 percent in 1987) and 14 percent of
first professional degrees (up from 11 percent in 1987).

The number of degrees awarded to both African-American men and African-American women
has increased significantly during the 1987 to 1997 period. The number of bachelor's degrees
awarded to African American women nearly doubled (from 1,235 to 2,438) while the number
awarded to African-American men grew by 82 percent (from 647 to 1,177).

The biggest gains for African-Americans have occurred in the area of master's degrees. The
number of master's degrees awarded to African-Americans tripled between 1987 and 1997.
These large increases were achieved by both African-American men and African-American
women.
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Among the largest number of the baccalaureates awarded to women in 1997 were in the fields of
business, education, social sciences, and the health professions. Among the greatest number of
bachelor's degrees earned by African-Americans in 1997 were in the programs of business,
social sciences, psychology, public affairs, and the health professions.
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